
 

Time to Take A Stand (Hanukkah) 
Ps Gilbert Carthigasu 
One New Man Asia 

Page 1 of 2 
 

TIME TO TAKE A STAND 
(The Hanukkah Story) 

 
We are presently in the midst of an eight-day Jewish holiday called Hanukkah. The word 
“Hanukkah” means “rededication”. It is not a Biblical holiday as in it is not one of the Feasts of 
the Lord as given in Leviticus 23 but what could be called an “extra Biblical” holiday and it is 
mentioned in John 10:22-23 that Jesus was in the temple compound during the feast of 
dedication in winter, the New Living Translation very clearly says it was the feast of Hanukkah. 
This holiday commemorates a great miracle that took place in the history of Israel, it was 
another one of those times when the Jews were threatened with annihilation and God helped 
them. 
 
The Story 
 
The Story begins during the time when 
Alexander the Great ruled Judea (not 
Palestine). He conquered Judea in 332 BC. 
Alexander’s vision was to make the whole 
world Greek i.e. to Hellenize the world. He 
wanted everyone to speak Greek, follow 
Greek culture, fashion including religion. To a 
great extent he succeeded, in the first century 
Judea was ruled by the Romans but the lingua 
franca of the day was Greek, thus our New 
Testament was written in Greek. Today the 
most common form of government in the 
world is democracy which originated in Greece and carried on with the Romans. 
 
Alexander’s method of Hellenizing in Judea was “enticement”, close to every major town in 
Judea he would build a Greek town, which would display everything about Greek lifestyle; 
theatre, gymnasiums, places where people would discuss philosophy and the latest trends of 
the day, as Paul found in Athens in Acts 17. This was to draw the Jewish people to see what is 
what like to be Greek and influence them to follow. In the Greek mindset truth was determined 
by the majority, if the majority of the people accepted something as true then it was deemed to 
be true. Thus when Pontius Pilate was trying Jesus he asked the question “what is truth”. In 
Greek thought truth is not fixed but can be changed. Hebrew, Biblical thought however is “truth 
is revealed by God and is unchanging”. Some Jewish leaders were enticed by the Greeks 
especially the Pharisees, today Jewish leaders say that if the Sanhedrin (Council) has decided 
on something even God cannot change it. 
 
Alexander the Great died without an heir and his empire was divided into three major kingdoms; 
the Ptolemaic, Seleucid and Antigonid kingdoms named after his three generals who took over, 
there were also a number of small independent states. In 200 BC the Seleucid kingdom 
conquered Judea and in 174 BC Antiochus IV, also known as Antiochus Epiphanes meaning 
god manifest, became king. Instead of using Alexander’s method of enticement to convert the 
Jews he decided to use force. He outlawed many Jewish practices including; Torah Study, 
Circumcision, Sabbath and Feast observances. He also installed a statue of Zeus in the temple 
and sacrificed unclean animals on the altar of God. He appointed his own pagan high priest and 
sent his soldiers to all the towns and villages in Judea to force the people to sacrifice pigs to 
other gods. 
 
When they came to village of Modi’in they came across a Jewish priest named Mattathias, he 
refused to comply with their commands and rebelled, the people followed him and they started a 
rebellion known today as the Hasmonean or Maccabean revolt. The word Maccabees means 
“hammer” in Hebrew. Shortly after the revolt began Mattathias died and was succeeded by his 
son Judah. Judah led this revolution made up of common people; farmers, merchants etc and 
they fought for three years against the most well equipped and well trained army of the day. 
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They managed to reach Jerusalem and even retake the temple. They 
cleaned out the Temple and wanted to rededicate it to the Lord but they 
found only a little oil for the menorah; only enough for one day and it would 
take eight days to get new oil. Judah Maccabees commanded his men to fill 
the menorah with what little oil that they had. They lighted the menorah and 
miraculously the oil lasted for eight days until they were able to get new oil. 
 
So today the Jews celebrate this wonderful miracle with an eight day festival 
by lighting a special menorah that has nine lamps, the middle lamp is called 
the “shamash” or servant light and all the other lamps get their lights from it. 
This is a very happy occasion with special foods like potato latkes, similar to 
hash browns deep fried in oil, to remember the oil. They also eat safguniyot 

(jelly doughnuts) and the children play a game with a special top called a driedel. The top has 
Hebrew letters on it which is an acronym for the phrase “a great miracle happened here”. 
 
Although the major event of Hanukkah is the miracle of the oil, there were also a couple of other 
miracles that took place. First, the most well trained and well equipped army of the day was 
defeated by an army of civilians who were untrained in the art of war. Secondly Israel became 
an independent sovereign nation again for the first time since the Babylonian exile some four 
hundred years before, after the Babylonians they were ruled by the Persians and although the 
Persians allowed the Jews to return Israel was still ruled by the Persians and after the Persians 
came the Greeks. Israel was ruled by the Hasmonean family for about a hundred years. The 
Hasmoneans reinstated Torah study and established special houses for Torah study, they 
believed that if they could keep Torah as a nation then Messiah would come. 
 
Lessons 
 
So what can we, Gentile Christians, learn from the story of Hanukkah. 
 
This great miracle took place at the time between the Old and New Testaments, a time that 
scholars said that God was not speaking to Israel. It teaches us that even though we may be in 
a place where it seems that God is silent in our lives, He is still able to to do great miracles. Our 
situation does not constrain God, you may feel deserted and alone but in the silence God is still 
at work in your life, remember that God works all things for the good of those He loves and are 
called by Him. So we can take heart and be encouraged by this. 
 
The second lesson we need to take a stand for the things we believe in. The philosophy of the 
world today is “just go with the flow” and not cause any trouble. Today we live in a world that is 
constantly pushing us to think the way everyone does. The world pushes their sense of morality 
and when people stand against the standards they set they are persecuted; labeled as 
intolerant and outdated and hateful. If Mattathias had just flowed with the orders of the Greeks 
like most of the people, the Jews would have become like all the other nations and lost the call 
to be witnesses of the only God (Isaiah 44:8). 
 
We live in what the Bible calls the “evil day”, spiritual darkness is growing all around, but it is 
precisely in a time of darkness that we are called to shine, so that people will glorify our 
Heavenly Father (Matthew 5:16). To shine we need to take a stand, the Bible tells us to put on 
the full armour of God and take a stand:  Eph 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. NKJV 
 
This Hanukkah let’s rededicate ourselves and make a commitment to stand for Christ.  
 

 


